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This September Sun, by Bryony Rheam

2009


(ISBN: 978-0-7974-3744-9)

Pages: 376

R200
This September Sun is a chronicle of the lives of two women, the romantic Evelyn and her granddaughter Ellie.

Growing up in post-Independence Zimbabwe, Ellie yearns for a life beyond the confines of small town Bulawayo, a wish that eventually comes true when she moves to the United Kingdom. However, life there is not all she dreamed it to be, but it is the murder of her grandmother that eventually brings her back home and forces her to face some hard home truths through the unravelling of long-concealed family secrets. 

Bryony Rheam offers us a rich portrait of a family and a society in the grip of inexorable change, through the eyes of the sensitive, spirited Ellie. Elegantly written, funny and poignant, this is a wonderful first novel from a writer of great promise. A true original. - Caroline Gilfillan 

A beautifully executed story about Ellie’s painful journey of discovery through her family history. The writing in This September Sun, poetic at times, fires a clear warning shot across the bows of world literature to announce that Bryony Rheam has arrived to claim her rightful place. - Christopher Mlalazi

Set largely in Bulawayo, This September Sun brilliantly evokes the ennui of the pre-Independence settler community who measure out their lives in cups of tea, sundowners, and illicit affairs. When, in 1980, a black government comes into power, Rhodesian complacency crystallises into Zimbabwean angst, and Ellie, the novel’s over-sensitive protagonist, moves uneasily between the two.

In this absorbing debut novel, Bryony Rheam expertly combines the Epistolary, the Bildungsroman, Romance, and Mystery to produce a work worthy of a place in the bibliography of post-colonial writings in Africa. - John Eppel
This is a wonderful book. I read it on the plane, underground trains, buses. I finished it today on the bus when I was coming from Birmingham to Coventry and I said to myself, here is another Doris Lessing. - Albert Nyathi
Long Time Coming: Short Writings from Zimbabwe

2008


(ISBN 978-0-7974-3644-2)

Pages: 160

R100

Long Time Coming brings together short stories and poems from thirty-three writers that provide snapshots of this turbulent period in Zimbabwe’s history. 

Snapshots of living in a country where basic services have crumbled: where shops have no food, taps no water, banks no money, hospitals no drugs, bars no beer. Snapshots of characters surviving against seemingly insurmountable odds. Horrific snapshots of the abuse of power, of violence and oppression, of the destruction of dreams.

But this is Zimbabwe – there are lighter moments and moments of hope: in some of life’s simple pleasures, in the coming of the rains, in the wink and the smile of a stranger, in a challenge to patriarchy, in the inner strength of the people, in fighting back.
Long Time Coming: Short Writings from Zimbabwe has been chosen by New Internationalist as one of their two 'Best Books of 2009'. They commented that: 'Each piece here – and they are miniature marvels, with no story longer than eight pages – vividly illuminates an aspect of what it is actually like to live in a country that has been systematically looted and stripped of functioning organizations. From a Zimbabwean publishing house, this book’s very existence seems little short of a miracle. '
Their list of best books, films, music can be found at  http://www.newint.org/columns/media/2010/01/01/best-of-2009/
The writers are Raisedon Baya, Wim Boswinkel, Diana Charsley, Brian Chikwava, Julius Chingono, Mathew Chokuwenga, Bhekilizwe Dube, John Eppel, Peter Finch, Petina Gappah, David Goodwin, Anne Simone Hutton, Monireh Jassat, Ignatius Mabasa, Fungai Rufaro Machirori, Judy Maposa, Deon Marcus, Christopher Mlalazi, Gothataone Moeng, Wame Molefhe, Linda Msebele, Mzana Mthimkhulu, Peter Ncube, Thabisani Ndlovu, Pathisa Nyathi, Andrew Pocock, John S. Read, Bryony Rheam, Lloyd Robson, Ian Rowlands, Owen Sheers, Chaltone Tshabangu and Sandisile Tshuma.
You don’t have to be in Zimbabwe to know or experience what is happening in Zimbabwe. All you have to do is get yourself a copy of ’amaBooks’ Long Time Coming. The book is about hope, about resilience, and how the people have waited for so long to be delivered from their suffering. A fine read. – The Zimbabwean
In a powerful and timely collection of short stories and poems about Zimbabwe by 33 writers, Long Time Coming offers snapshots of life in a collapsed country. It is a collection straining with suspended hope; change has taken too long to arrive. Gemma Ware – The Africa Report

Each piece here – and they are miniature marvels, with no story longer than eight pages – vividly illuminates an aspect of what it is actually like to live in a country that has been systematically looted and stripped of functioning organizations. It would be unfair to single out individual authors for praise but, taken together, these stories cohere into a panorama of Zimbabwe. – The New Internationalist
Intwasa Poetry

2008


(ISBN: 978-0-7974-3645-9)

Pages: 64

R80
Intwasa Poetry is a book of memorable poems from inside and outside Zimbabwe. The fifteen poets who are brought together in this collection have all read from their work at the Intwasa Arts Festival koBulawayo.

The Zimbabwean poets in the book are Julius Chingono, Chirikure Chirikure, John Eppel, Ignatius Mabasa, Shepherd Mandhlazi, Judy Maposa, Deon Marcus, Albert Nyathi, Pathisa Nyathi, Mthabisi Phili and John S. Read.

From outside Zimbabwe, the poets are Owen Sheers and Lloyd Robson from Wales, Véronique Tadjo from Côte d’Ivoire/South Africa and Joelle Taylor from London.

There is a diversity in their work. There are poems of love, of sensuality, of humour, of compassion, of yearning, of sadness, of loss and of outrage. They range from the intensely personal to reflections of life at this pivotal time in Zimbabwe’s history.

‘The diversity can be indicated by looking at a few examples in the book, the overtly socially committed poems of Véronique Tadjo and Ignatius Mabasa; the introspective deeply personal poems of Deon Marcus; the ironic playfulness of Julius Chingono; the lyrical beauty of Owen Sheers.’

This is a wonderful book that deserves to be in any serious reader’s collection. Walter Dube, The Zimbabwean
____________________________________________________________________________________

Dancing with Life, by Christopher Mlalazi
2008


(ISBN: 978-0-7974-3590-2)

 Pages: 88

R80
 Dancing with Life is a collection of short stories by Christopher Mlalazi. He has had stories published in anthologies inside and outside Zimbabwe, but this is his first collection. Mlalazi himself dwells in one of the townships he so convincingly brings to vibrant life in his writing. Dancing with Life was featured book of the month for August 2008 on the African Books Collective Website, and the cover of the book is that of the cover of the African Books Collective catalogue for 2008.

Dancing with Life won the 2009 National Arts Merit Award for Outstanding First Creative Published Book and was given an Honourable Mention in the 2009 Noma Awards, the judges considering it one of the best four books published in Africa in 2008.
Mlalazi is an important author whose work should be found in all serious collections of contemporary African literature. In addition, here is a title to be added to collections designed to inform readers of contemporary life in Africa through fiction writing. 

Paul H. Thomas, The African Book Publishing Record

Christopher Mlalazi may well be the most promising younger writer in Zimbabwe today. His fiction captures the edgy energy of townships where young people have learned to be light on their feet, their dancing born of economic necessity and mocking disrespect for traditional authority. Mlalazi depicts contemporary life in Zimbabwe with an uncompromising determination to explore grievous social wounds and with a creative panache that will win him readers within and beyond his home country.
Patricia Alden, Professor of African Literature, St. Lawrence University, USA

Christopher Mlalazi is the rising voice of the ghetto, with all its violence, sharp anger, bitter protestations and tangible promise of a better tomorrow.
Raisedon Baya, Writer and Columnist 

In this debut story collection, Christopher Mlalazi has achieved every writer’s dream:  he has written the stories of perfectly ordinary people in a way that makes their experiences universal. This collection sparkles with wit, sizzles with style and dances with life. It is a welcome addition to Zimbabwe’s growing canon and will be read and enjoyed for years to come.
 Petina Gappah, Writer
____________________________________________________________________________________

Mambo Hills: Historical and Religious Significance, by Marieke Clarke

2008



(ISBN: 978-0-7974-3589-6)
32 pages

R60

Mambo Hills: Historical and Religious Significance considers the sacred site to the north-east of Bulawayo that is also known as Intaba zi ka Mambo or Manyanga. Officials of the Mwali Religion that is practised there took leading roles in the War of the Red Axe of 1896, which nearly ended British South Africa Company rule in Southern Rhodesia.

In this path-breaking study, Marieke Clarke draws on oral tradition as well as archival material to write the history, up to recent times, of this area that has importance across Zimbabwe.
A wonderfully unpretentious, accessible yet sophisticated account of the historical and religious significance of the Mambo Hills in Matabeleland North. Dr Joost Fontein, University of Edinburgh

____________________________________________________________________________________
White Man Crawling, by John Eppel

2007



(ISBN: 978-0-7974-3390-8) 
84 pages

R80

White Man Crawling is a collection of short stories and poems by the award-winning writer John Eppel. His stories are uncomfortably funny; his poems uncomfortably sad. For more than forty years John Eppel has been a unique double-voice in the annals of Zimbabwean literature: the satirist and the lyricist. White Man Crawling was shortlisted for a 2008 National Arts Merit award.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Short Writings from Bulawayo III, edited by Jane Morris

2006 



(ISBN: 0-7974-3131-4)

150 pages

R100

The third in the prize winning Short Writings from Bulawayo series – a collection of 25 short stories and 7 poems about life in Zimbabwe in the twenty-first century. In the collection are: writers who have stayed in Zimbabwe, who have passed through or who live in the diaspora; writers who have won the Caine Prize for African Writing, the Welsh Book of the Year Award, the M-Net Prize, the Ingrid Jonker Prize, the National Arts Merit Award…; writers who are known, and writers who will be known. All tell stories. All will contribute to a bright future for writing in Zimbabwe.

This book addresses, with a great deal of sensitivity and appreciation of the present Zimbabwe context, issues ranging from HIV/AIDS, Operation Murambatsvina and tribalism to stories about school life and growing up. I urge you to read this book and reflect on life in Zimbabwe in these difficult times. But this is not just a book about Zimbabwe – it draws upon themes that affect us all – loss, grief, isolation and displacement. The Zimbabwean
______________________________________________________________________________

Hatchings, by John Eppel

2006



(ISBN: 0-7974-3039-3) 
130 pages

R80

It is New Year in Bulawayo, and anybody who is anybody is out celebrating.

Hatchings was chosen by Professor Anthony Chennells in the Times Literary Supplement as his choice of the most significant book to have come out of Africa.

Beneath the scurrility, this is a profoundly romantic novel.  It tells of a touching love story between a young white couple who are saved from the prevailing Philistinism and corruption by two things – a love of English literature and a love of the Matopos.                                                                                      

Terence Ranger in The Zimbabwean Review
_____________________________________________________________________________

Zimbabwe’s Cultural Heritage, by Pathisa Nyathi

2005



(ISBN: 0-7974-2897-6)

140 pages

R80

Zimbabwe’s Cultural Heritage is a collection of pieces on the culture of the Ndebele, Shona, Tonga, Kalanga, Nambiya, Xhosa and Venda, which won first prize at the Zimbabwe Book Publishers Association Awards for Non-Fiction: Humanities and Social Sciences. The book is based on published material, Pathisa Nyathi’s personal experiences and on interviews that capture the memories of elders such as the ‘mobile library’, Nyumbana ‘Driver’ Dube, Gogo Matshazi, Hudson Halimana Ndlovu, Lawrence Jenjezwa and Duncan Sinampande.

Pathisa Nyathi gives the reader an insight into the world view of different peoples, through descriptions of their history and life events such as pregnancy, marriage and death.

… the most enduring book ever on Zimbabwean history. This book will help people change their attitudes towards each other in Zimbabwe. - Zimbabwe Book Publishers Association Awards Judges.

Sonatas, by Deon Marcus

2005



(ISBN 0-7974-3047-4)

50 pages

R60

Sonatas, which won the 2005 National Arts Merit Award for best first book and first prize at the Zimbabwe Book Publishers Awards for Poetry and Drama, is a collection of personal poems written over a period of five years. They reflect Deon Marcus’ experiences and varied interests, whether in ancient history, art, music or poetry, and bring together aspects of life in their most basic forms. The poems in Sonatas are sometimes strangely utopian and hopeful, sometimes nostalgic and tragic. Some have the flavour of Africa, particularly Zimbabwe, but geography is secondary as the appeal of his work is universal.

Few Zimbabwean poets have managed to move convincingly beyond the contradictions that colonialism has imposed on us; but Deon Marcus does; and he does it over and over again… There is so much wretched guilt, so much unrelenting accusation in the poetry of Zimbabwe and other Anglophone countries in Africa.  Now here comes a voice, fresh as a “Monet morning with the sun / breathing warmth across an ochre sky”.  And it speaks of joy, the joy that grows out of a profound awareness that shadows don’t exist without light… Deon Marcus is a poet – not from London or New York or Harare, but from Bulawayo – and we are very proud of him.



John Eppel, The Zimbabwean

A delightful collection that has the effect of restoring faith in the good   things of life: love, food, music, dance, art, history and culture, reminiscences…
Zimbabwe Book Publishers Association Awards Judges

________________________________________________________________________

Short Writings from Bulawayo II, edited by Jane Morris

2005



(ISBN: 0-7974-2896-8)

120 pages

R100

Short Writings from Bulawayo II is a collection of short stories and poems that take the reader on a journey through the townships of Bulawayo, to the rural areas and beyond. It would be unforgivable in today’s Zimbabwe to publish an anthology that did not reflect the struggles of the people to survive poverty and oppression and the way that cultural expectations impact on their daily lives. As well as pathos, there is often humour in the closely observed portrayals of township denizens. Memories of an earlier rural life paint a very different picture to that of contemporary city life. A common theme in the pieces is the singular fortitude of Zimbabweans in the face of adversity.
The reader has only to dip into this collection to get a feel of life in present day Zimbabwe. 

Short Writings from Bulawayo II is a joy to read, the kind of book you will pick up again and again to revisit your own favourite pieces. An essential read for anyone interested in life in Zimbabwe.









The Zimbabwean

_____________________________________________________________________________

Erina, by Wim Boswinkel
2003

(ISBN 0 7974 2539 X)
100 pages
R60
Johan comes to Africa to manage a tea plantation. He meets Erina, and his life changes forever. The story takes a leap into the unknown, blending an African setting with the fantastic premise at its core: the arrival of a black female Christ-figure. Erina won first prize in the Zimbabwe Book Publishers Association Awards for Best First Book (Fiction).

Erina is a story of the Second Coming, a girl child this time, born not in Bethlehem, not in Rome, not in Waco (Texas), but in a remote village in the middle of Africa.                               John Eppel

A mischievous book that weaves fact, opinion, history and mystery in a way one will not be able to forget. It is an exciting book about Europe, South Africa, black people, white people, sex and AIDS.

Zimbabwe Book Publishers Association Awards Judges
_____________________________________________________________________________
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